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T h e Sen eg a m b i a n  
 C on f e r en ce on  A f r i ca n   

O r i g i n s  of  t h e N ew  W or l d  B a n j o  
M a n d i n a r y ,  G a m b i a  

J u l y  1 8 t h  t o J u l y  2 7 t h  2 0 0 8   
Presented by the  

The Akonting Center for Senegambian Folk Music under the auspices of The 
Chossan Center for Senegambian Culture (CCSC) 

 
Tentative Program Schedule 

 
Friday July 18th - Evening: at Kanifing 
 
17:00 to 19:30      Welcome, introductions, and reception party. 

Ms. Angella Colley, Minster of Culture and Tourism,  The Kanifing Village Head.  
Location: Kanifing at Daniel Jatta's family residence.  All conference participants are 
welcome.. Please R.S.V.P to daniel.jatta@telia.com (or phone him at 0046-736175973 in 
Sweden) before June 1 2008. 
 

Saturday July 19th - All day: at the Center 
 

9: 00 Prayers, Libation, and Welcome. 
Ekona Jatta & Remi Jatta with Tony Jatta as interpreter and Pastor Muriel Johnson 
Providence. (of Long Island). We will honor all of our known and unknown ancestors taken 
as slaves from Africa to the New World, and those who carried our traditions through time 
to us. 
 

9:15 to 16:00  Talks and Presentations (tentatively scheduled). This time slot includes a 
15 minute snack break, and a 2 hour lunch break 
 

• History, Culture, Traditions And Tales Of The Jola Akonting. -- Ekona Jatta & Remi 
Jatta with Tony Jatta as interpreter. 

• The Banjo: From Egypt to Jamaica. -- Ulf Jagfors 
• The Senegambia Akonting - A Living Ancestor To The New World Banjo. Daniel 

Laemouahuma Jatta will compare the form, playing style, and social context of the two 
instruments (banjo and akonting). Using both the modern American banjo and the Jola 
akonting, Daniel Jatta will demonstrate the similarities between the Stroke Style of the 
minstrel banjo playing and the O’teek style of the Jola Akonting playing. The American 
Stroke Style is the style first used in colonial America. The audience will be able to see 
and hear for themselves, how the old music of the Akonting and the old music of the 
banjo were similar.    

• Panel discussion on the Senegambian Lutes connections to the New World banjo. 
• American Comparisons of Playing the Banjo and Playing the Akonting: Rhiannon 

Giddons, performer. 
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16:00 to 17:00    Presentation of Awards and Recognitions. 
Sagari Sambo will be honoured with the Master’s Award. Accomplished students from last 
year will receive certificates. Official recognition of the Jola Akonting as one of the living 
ancestors of the Banjo will be given, followed by questions and responses. 
 
18:00 --         Socializing and jamming. 
 

Sunday July 20th - All day: 
Bus trip to visit akonting cultural sites. Daniel Jatta's father, a Jola and an akonting 
player, told stories that named the locations where Akonting players disappeared at night. 
The Legends say that ghostly devils took them from these locations. Sites include e Kotu, 
Bond road, Sagnia, and Lalaba, returning to Mandinary. All of these sites are close to 
James Island. A visit of Jola rice fields will be included in the trip. 
With a return at mid day back to the Festival site at Mandinary for lunch, before 
continuing to other sites.  
 

Monday July 21st - All day: 
The FESTIVAL PROGRAM: Performances of ethnic music from several cultures 
followed by a jam session. This program will offer a unique opportunity to hear the 
Gambia’s traditional players play their own instruments and their own songs - Not filtered 
through interpretations. All accompanied as they should be—by drums, fiddle, singers and 
dancers. Skilled players from the following folk ethnic groups will be represented. 

• Jola Akonting  
• Manjago Buchundu 
• Balanta Kisinta 
• Fula Hoddu 
• Wolof Xhalam 
 

 • Bambara Ngoni 
• Jola Furakaff 
• Jola Bugarabu 
• Mandinka Sairuba 
• American Clawhammer Banjo 
• and many more 

 
Tuesday, July 22 thru Thursday, July 25 - A three day trip (1 day travel, 
second day visit sites, last day return travel): 

Bus trip to Mlomp, Kanjanka and Alankeen (all in Casamance). In Casamance, we will 
visit Mlomp, the homeland of the master Akonting players (Ekona and Remi Jatta), 
Kanjanka, the home of the Akonting, Husuka (Kaginol), the homeland of Daniel Jatta’s 
father, and to Alankeen, where the Kanjanka rice fields end. 
 

Friday July 26 - On your own.  Private shopping and sight-seeing of 
the Gambia. 

  
Saturday July 27 - Afternoon and evening: Thank You Party, program and 
good-byes. 

This will be at Therese’s house.  As in 2006, this party will be hosted by the European 
and American participants. 

   




